We support every child to
thrive, feel safe and
belong

BARKWAY PRESCHOOL
PROSPECTUS




Children develop sustained listening
and attention skills as staff read
books with immense enthusiasm.

Children with special educational needs
and/or disabilities are well supported.
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Welcome

Thank you for considering Barkway Preschool
for your child’s early learning journey. | am so
excited to have the opportunity to share with
you what makes our preschool a special place
for young children to grow, learn, and thrive.

At Barkway Preschool, we believe in the power
of learning through play. We understand that
the early years are a critical time for building the
foundation of a child’s love of learning, and our
carefully designed environment encourages this
through creative and hands-on activities. Our
experienced team of early years staff are
dedicated to supporting each child’s individual
development, fostering curiosity, and helping
them to build important social, emotional, and
cognitive skills.

| truly believe that seeing the setting for yourself
is the best way to understand the atmosphere of
our preschool. That's why | would love to invite
you to visit us. During your visit, you'll have the
chance to see our spacious indoor spaces,
thoughtfully organised to inspire exploration, as
well as our beautiful outdoor area, filled with
age-appropriate equipment for physical play
and discovery.

| am confident that once you experience
Barkway Preschool firsthand, you will get a true
sense of how we create a caring and vibrant
environment for every child. Please don't
hesitate to get in touch if you have any
questions, or to arrange a visit. | look forward to
welcoming you and your child to our preschool
community.

Liz Tansley - Leader, Barkway Preschool
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“Children show a can
do attitude as staft
support them to
develop their
independence skills”

“Children are keen
learners and show a
high level of self
esteem”

"Children are happy
and settle well, they
thrive on the

thoughtful and
patient support that
they receive from
preschool staft”

Ofsted 2023




Our setting aims

Children are given opportunities and
encouraged to grow emotionally, to
develop their communication,
language and social skills and to
increase their self-confidence and
self-awareness.

To provide care and education for
children below statutory school age
that is of consistently high quality.

To work in partnership with parents or
carers, helping children to learn and
develop, and helping to shape the
service we offer.

To add to the life and well-being of
the local community.

To offer a service to parents, carers

and children that promotes equality
and values diversity.

Parents & carers

Parents and carers are regarded as
members of our setting who have full
participatory rights.

As a community based, voluntary
managed institution, we depend on
the goodwill of parents and carers and
their involvement to keep going.

Membership of the setting also carries
expectations on parents and carers for
their support and commitment.



The Early Years
Foundation Stage

The provision for children's development and learning is guided by the Early
Years Foundation Stage. Our provision reflects the four overarching principles
of the Statutory Framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage.

AUnique Child

Every child is a unique child who is constantly learning and can be resilient,
capable, confident and self-assured.

Positive Relationships

Children learn to be strong and independent through positive relationships.

Enabling Environments

Children learn and develop well in enabling environments, in which their
experiences respond to their individual needs and there is a strong
partnership between practitioners, parents and carers.

Learning & Development

Children develop and learn in different ways and at different rates.

The framework covers the education and care of all children in

early years provision including children with special educational

needs and disabilities. 06



How we provide
for development & learning

Children start to learn about the world around them from the moment they
are born. The care and education offered by our setting helps children to
continue to do this by providing all of the children with interesting activities
that are appropriate for their age and stage of development.
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Prime Areas

Personal, social & emotional development
Physical development
Communication and language

Specific Areas

Literacy

Mathematics
Understanding the world
Expressive arts and design

For each area, the level of progress that
children are expected to have attained by the
end of the Early Years Foundation Stage is defined
by the Early Learning Goals.

These goals state what it is expected that children will know, and be able to do,
by the end of the reception year of their education.

The Development Matters guidance sets out the likely stages of progress a child
makes along their learning journey towards the Early Learning Goals.

We take account of these matters when we assess children and plan for their
learning.

Our programme supports children to develop the knowledge, skills
and understanding they need.
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Our approach to learning,
development & assessment

Learning through play

Play helps young children to
learn and develop through doing
and talking, which research has
shown to be the means by which

young children learn to think.

Our setting uses the
Development Matters in the
Early Years Foundation Stage
guidance to plan and provide a
range of play activities, which
help children to make progress
in each of the areas of learning

and development.

In some of these activities,
children decide how they will use
the activity and, in others, an
adult takes the lead in helping
the children to take part in the

activity.

In all activities, information from
'Development Matters' the Early
Years Foundation Stage has been

used to decide what equipment to

provide and how to provide it.




Our approach to learning,
development & assessment

Characteristics of effective learning

We understand that all children engage with other people and their
environment through the characteristics of effective learning that are
described in the Development Matters the Early Years Foundation Stage

guidance as:

Playing and exploring - engagement
Active learning - motivation

Creating and thinking critically - thinking

We aim to provide for the characteristics of effective learning by
observing how a child is learning and being clear about what we can do

and provide in order to support each child

to remain an effective and

motivated learner.
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Our approach to learning,
development & assessment

Assessment

We assess how young children are learning and developing by observing
them frequently. We use information that we gain from observations, as
well as from photographs of the children, to document their progress and
where this may be leading them. We believe that parents know their
children best and we ask them to contribute to assessment by sharing
information about what their children like to do at home and how they, as
parents, are supporting development.

We make periodic assessment summaries of children’s achievement
based on our ongoing development records. These form part of children’s
records of achievement.

The progress check at age two

When a child is aged between 24 - 36 months, the Early Years Foundation
Stage requires that we supply parents and carers with a short written
summary of their child’s learning and development in the three prime
areas: personal, social and emotional development; physical
development; and communication and language. The key person is
responsible for completing the check, using information from
observational assessments carried out as part of
our everyday practice, taking account

of the views of and contributions
from parents and other
professionals.
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Working
together
for your child

The Key Person and your child
We use the Key Person Method, which means that each experienced member of
staff has a small group of children for whom they are particularly responsible. Your
child's key person will work with you to make sure that the care we provide is right
for your child's particular needs and interests. When your child first starts at
Preschool, the key person will help your child to settle. Then, throughout your
child's time with us, they will ensure that your child benefits from all the activities
on offer and will keep a learning journal recording their progress.

Learning Journals

Your child's Learning Journal helps us to celebrate together their achievements
and to work together to provide what your child needs for her/his well-being and
to make progress.

This information is recorded on a platform we use known as "Tapestry" which will
enable us to identify your child's stage of progress. You and the key person will
then decide on how to help your child to move on to the next stage.

Staff Ratios

We maintain the minimum ratio of adults to children in our setting that is
prescribed by the Safeguarding and Welfare Requirements, but our aim is to
better these ratios for much of the day, using highly experienced staff.

The minimum ratios are:

1 adult: 5 children, aged 2 years

1 adult: 8 children, aged 3 to 5 years

However, wherever possible we try to keep to the ratio of 1:4 for all ages. ’I O



cantinued "Barkway Preschool is

so lovely, definitely
worth having a visit.

|| |
tralnlng and All the staff are

amazing"

best practice Parent quote

As well as gaining childcare qualifications, our staff take part in further training
to help them to keep up-to date with thinking about early years care and
education. We also keep up-to-date with best practice through our membership
of the Early Years Alliance, through magazines and other publications produced
by the alliance.

How parents take part in the setting

We recognise parents as the first and most important educators of their
children. All our staff see themselves as partners with parents in providing care
and education for their children. There are many ways in which parents can take
part in making the setting a welcoming and stimulating place for children and
parents, such as:

Exchanging knowledge about their children's needs,
activities, interests and progress with the staff

Contributing to the progress check at age two
Sharing their own special interests with the children

Helping to provide and look after the equipment
and materials used in the children's play activities

Being part of the management of Preschool as a
member of our Commiittee

Taking part in events and informal discussions
about the activities and curriculum we provide

Joining in community and fundraising activities

Building friendships with other parents of children
at Preschool
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and routines Preschool is amazing!"

Parent quote

We believe that care and education have equal importance in the experience
which we offer children. The routines and activities that make up the typical day
are delivered in ways that:

Help each child to feel that she/heis a valued member of the setting
Ensure the safety of each child
Help children gain from the social experience of being part of a group

Provide children with opportunities to learn and to value learning

The session

We organise our sessions so that the children can choose from a range of
activities and resources and lead their own play/learning supported by staff.
By doing so, they develop their ability to select and work through a task to
its completion.

The children are also helped and encouraged to take part in small and
large group activities led by adults; these introduce them to new

experiences and enable them to gain new skills, as well as learning to
work with others.

We strongly believe that outdoor
activities contribute to children's health,
their physical development and their

knowledge of the world around them.

The children have the opportunity
and are encouraged to take part
in outdoor play and activities
throughout each session.




Snacks and meals

We provide children with a mid-morning and mid-afternoon snack for a
nominal fee, or you can provide your own, subject to our policies on food
allergies (we are a no nuts setting). We provide milk or water. If staying for
lunch, please provide your child with a named lunch box. If you need advice
on what to pack for lunch please speak to a member of staff. Your child can
also have a school dinner at Barkway School if you would prefer which is
payable to the school.

Clothing

We encourage children to gain the skills that help them to look after
themselves and be independent. These include taking themselves to the
toilet, putting on and taking off outdoor clothes. Clothing that is easy for
them to manage will help them to do this. For messy activities however we
do provide protective clothing for the children.




Childcare policies

Copies of our policies and procedures are available for you to see at
preschool or on our website. These policies help us to make sure that best
practice is followed, that we provide a high quality service, and that being
part of our community is an enjoyable and beneficial experience for each
child and her/his parents.

Childcare policies are developed by staff in conjunction with parents and
everyone has the opportunity to take part in the annual policy review. This
review helps us to make sure that we have the appropriate framework in
place to provide a quality service to our members and to the local
community.

Safeguarding children

We have a duty under the law to help safeguard children against suspected
or actual ‘significant harm’. Our employment practices ensure that children
are protected from the likelihood of abuse in our settings and we have a
procedure for managing complaints or allegations against a member of staff.

Our way of working with children and their parents ensures we are aware of
any problems that may emerge and so we can offer support, including referral
to appropriate agencies when necessary, to help families in difficulty.

Special Education Needs and
Development

As part of our policies to make sure that the provision we offer meets the
needs of each individual child, we take account of any additional needs a
child may have. The setting works to the requirements of the SEND Code of
Practice (2014).

Our Special Educational Needs Co-ordinator is currently Liz Tansley our
Preschool Leader.




Team Values
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CARING

We are kind and thoughtful.
We treat others how we wish to be treated.

HELPFUL

We go above and beyond to support our
children, families, team and community.

INTEGRITY

We are honest.

We do the right thing and take pride in our work.

LEARNING

We strive to continuously improve, develop
and achieve our potential.

DIVERSITY & INCLUSION

We treat everybody with respect.
All are welcome, valued and included.
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The management of
our setting

Barkway Preschool is an independent registered charity and the
management committee consists mostly of current and past parents who
volunteer their time.

Members are elected at our Annual General Meeting by the parents of the
children who attend preschool. The committee is responsible for:

Managing the finances
Employing and managing the staff

Making sure that the setting has, and works to,
policies that help it to provide a high quality service

Making sure that preschool works in partnership
with the children's parents and guardians

Raising funds to ensure the long term viability of
the service we provide to the local community

The Annual General Meeting is open to the parents and guardians of all
children who attend the setting. It is our shared forum for looking back over the
previous year's activities and shaping plans for the coming year.

The attitude of Barkway Preschool to welcoming a child with
Down Syndrome was outstanding. We couldn't have asked or
dreamt for more. Thank you a million times for everything you

have all done for T, and for including him exactly the same as any
other child.

Barkway Preschool is lovely, my little one is 3% and she goes
there, she loves it.

We have been absolutely delighted with every aspect of
Preschool. G has been so happy. Thank you so much!

Parent quotes




Sessions and fees

Preschool is open Monday - Friday, 9am to 3pm, during school term-time.
Children can attend for part of the day or the full day.

We also provide wraparound care from 8.15am - 4.15pm Monday - Friday.

Fees can be discussed with the preschool leader and are found on our
website - www.barkwaypreschool.co.uk.

Payment of fees

Fees are payable in advance for each half term. Bills are sent out by email
and can be paid by bank transfer, cheque or childcare vouchers. Fees must
still be paid if children do not attend sessions for any reason.

For your child to keep her/his place at the setting, you must pay the fees on
time. We take children who qualify for Government funding, where funding
is not received, then fees apply.

Where there is hardship in meeting fee payments, the Barkway non-
Ecclesiastical Trust may be able to provide support to families living in the
parish. We can advise how to make contact and apply for help.

Government funded

We are a registered provider and can accept any of the Government
funded schemes, further details can be found on their website
www.childcarechoices.gov.uk.

It is essential that you obtain your funding code in good time, as deadlines
are often well before the start of each term.

Funded hours can be used on days and sessions to suit you and can be split
between different childcare providers.

We are so happy with the Preschool and everything you have
done for M. She loves going and has progressed so much.
Thank you to all of you for being wonderful!

This is the best preschool around. All the staff are welcoming
and so helpful.

Parent quotes




Registration
and starting at
Barkway Preschool

We are registered to take up to 28 children per session.
Children are welcome to attend from their second birthday onwards and
you can apply and register for a place at any time.

Joining us

We want your child to feel happy and secure with us. To make sure of this,
our staff will work with you to decide how best to help your child to settle in.
This might involve a short trial session with or without you attending too. We
hope that you and your child enjoy being members of our preschool and that
you both find taking part in our activities interesting and stimulating.

We look forward to welcoming you!

Barkway Preschool

84 High Street
Barkway, Hertfordshire
SG8 8EF

Tel: 07964 151288 a
info@barkwaypreschool.co.uk

Barkway Preschool
Registered Charity No 1004083 Play. Learn. Grow.



